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Happy A4RT- TROU, O TsRAEL : WHO 18 EFKE" as 
THEE, O PEOPLE SAVED BY THE L, 08D} fRE'SHIELD} « 
0F THY HELP, AND WHO 1s" THE SWORD"'0F\ THY - 


; by 
" EXCELLENCY / | j 


No nation, ſince the. world. was. : 
peopled, has been remarkable in ſo many and i im- 7 
portant, reſpetts, as. the poſterity. of Abraham. 
This obſervation. may; be\true in regard to Wed ; 
branches of his family, to Iſhmael as well, as-Ifaac. 
For the. children of . I/hmael .have. been remarka- i 
ble down tq.our day, for, their wild manners and 
hoſtile and unconquerable fpirit, being in all ages 
a living accompliſhment of the prophecy,.deliver- 
ed more, than three thouſand years: paſt, that 
** his hand ſhould be againſt -every_ man, and every * 
man's hand again/t him.”.. But the obſervation \par- . 
ticularly holds to Abraham's poſterity inthe line 


$I g, [ 6 ] Pm 
of dad Jacob ; Which ivthe,nation deſcribe 
in the. text. in; animated and poetic, language. 
Happy art thou, 0 lirael : + who is. like unto" thee, O 
people ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and 
who is: the ſword of thy exzellency./ 

It has been often remarked that the ER of 
the United States come nearer to a parallel with 
Ancient Ifrael,. than any, other pation, upon the 
globe. Hence, © our AMERICAN ISRAEL,” is A 
term frequently uſed ; and common conſent al- 
lows it apt and proper. © Not to raiſe our nation- 
al vanity, as if we had an indeteafible title to pe- 
culiar divine favor ; but” rather to excite our pi- 
ous-caution; that -we may not forteit-it.; and. ef- 
pecitally.on this, rehigious anniverſary, t0:promote 
our fexvent-gratitude. to:God; our Benefactor, let 
us run ſomething like a parallel . between -iracl 
and the nation of which we have the peculiar fe- 
licity t0'be 2 portion. -* 

I propoſe to apply the words of the text, which 
are 'very- characteriſtic, to both nations ;\ and 
though Ancient Iſrael ſhall have a fignal preemi- 
nence-over the American, by the number and af. 
tont{hing nature of the miracles wrought'in her 
favor ; yet will there appear . betweeri them a Te- 
ſeniblance not inconfiderable.” © © 

The words before us preſent three particulars 
to be-apphied ; 

.* The bappineſ of Irael ; 

H. Their 4; ifintin from other nations ; 

I. The ſource of both, divine favor. 


I. The 


I 
HB 24 


{The fff pirticulir fuggelte# by'ths text "2 
the happineſs of Iſract 3 Happy art thou, O T1ſrael— 
Theſe words were uttered' by Moſes the laf 
before his 'death; and were probably a prediction 
of their ſtate in Canaan. But whether conſiders 
ed as retroſpective, prophetical, or applicatory tg 
the particular time, when they” were'uttered, } 
conceive, is immaterial ; 'they are'true in each 
reſpe&t. Tf happineſs in this world be "wninte 
ed proſperity, fome nations may have been as.hap-" 
py, as. Iſrael But this is not an [accurate idea of. 
worldly happineſs. 'Fhat nation ſhould be eſteem-; 
ed happieſt, which has the beſt means'of religion 
and'virtue ; for inſeparable from theſe is happi- 
neſs. Trae! then was happy, becauſe *with that. 
nation was depoſited” the true” religion. So 
thought: the Apoſtle ;** what advantage bath the * 
Yew ? Much every way, ſays he ; cxrzzLy becauſe 
that unto them were committed the oracles" of God. In 
this nation was preſerved the acknowledgment | 
of the unity of 'God;: while all others felt into ' 
polytheiſm ; in this nation were preſerved fome % 
juſt notions of the worſhip of God, while all oth- 
ers fell into abominable rites and corruptions. 
But eſpecially let it be remembered that to this 
nation were given a'conſtitution and laws, writ- 
ten with the finger of God, or delivered in thun- 
ders from his mouth.” Further ; they were, ina _ 
ſenſe different from 8/! other nations, the immedi- Z 
ate ſubje&ts of divine government. He gave them : 
laws; he affixed penalties, and executed them ; * 

he 
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he annexed ' promiſes, and accompliſhed them. 
He was the King and the FATHER of Iſrael. When 
he frowned, it was that they might again be wor- 
thy of his /mile. ' 1 have no idea of national -hap- 
pineſs, which tranſcends this ; unleſs that'T add 
that  they'-were happy in promiſes ; happy in-the 
promiſe: of Canaan, till they were put in-poſle(- 5 
fion. of * it ;+but moſt /happy in the promiſe. of 
Chriſt; for-of them, as. concerning the fleſh, Chri/s 
came, uho is.'over all, God bleſſed forever. 

The next thing mentioned in the text 15, 

IT, The diftin4ion of: Hrael from all-other na» 
tions . Who is like unto thee ? 

| This queſtion imphes' a ſtrong negation, that 
any people were like them. Thus article is prov- 
ed by the preceding and-ſubſequent. I need not 
diſcuſs particulars, They: were raiſed above; a 
compariſon with other nations by the teſtimonials 
of divine partiality ; by the reſcues they experi- 
enced ; by the protettion vouchſafed ; by the 
privileges they enjoyed z- and: by the hopes they 
entertained at the divine hand. For them Kings 
were rebuked, and nations were ſwept away, that 
they might /ive in cities, which they had not builded, 
and eat the fruit of vineyards, which they had not 
planted... But this particular will appear more in 
dctail under the next head; which is to ſhow, 

III. The /orrce of the happineſs and diſtindtion of 
the nation of 1ſrae}, declared in the latter clauſes 
of the text ; O people, 84reD by the Lord, the ſhield of 
thy help, and who is the ſword of thy. excellency. 
Their 


Their whole hiſtory, is in oolat to this head. - we! 
cannot rationally conſider the nation of Iſrael oth-/ 
erwile, than as a religious people,'miraculouſly' = 
ſerved diſtinct from other nations, from their pa- 
triarch Abraham. to the time of Chriſt; and I may: 
add-from the time of Chriſt to our day ; for, even i 
in their preſent deplorable diſperſion over the; 
world, they are fulfilling a part of the divine |, 
ſcheme, and a-part of that body of Rugs ? 
which was delivered to them in the days of their 
glory. It was neceſary that the church of God | 
ſhould be preſerved in ſome nation ; it was neceſ- 

fary that the promiſe of a Savior ſhould flow 

down in a pure channel to its accompliſhment in 

Chriſt. To be that. nation and that channel the 
poſterity of Abraham were ſele&ted. This is the 
true key to the hiſtory of the Ifraclites. Hence 
the divine care and guardianſhip, not ſo much for 
the ſake of the nation, as the ſacred depoſite in 
their hands. Hence the miracles, which, in their 
hiſtory, occur, as common events in the annals 
of other nations. Joſeph is ſent into Egypt to 
ſave this chs/en family from famine. The family 
follow into Egypt to give time to the Amorites 
to fill up the meaſure of their iniquities, and to 

lay the ſcene of thoſe wonders, through which 
they were to emerge from a temporary bondage, 

To the ſame end, Pharaoh, a prince of vileſt char- 

ater in profane as well, as ſacred hiſtory, is raif- . 

ed to the throne ; and Moſes is faved from the 

bulruſhes, and receives his commiſſion to lead 

B forth 
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© 6tth the oppreſſed. family, in deſpite of the ava- 


rice and power of their proud opprefſors. Not 
with {word and buckler, for theſe they had'not ; 
not/ by an arm” of fleſh, did they leave Egypt. 


Ten ſuccefſive plagues were the angels, which un- 
= barred their priſon doors. A pillar of a cloud 


was their conductor by day, and of fire by night. 
The red ſea offered a path for their eſcape, and its 
waters were for bulwarks on their right and left, 
and for the deſtruttion of their enemies in *their 
rearward, In the parched deſert, the flint rock, 
at the ſtroke of Moſes, guſhed with waters to re- 
freſh them ; the winds brought their meat, and. 
the Heavens dropped their bread. 

" But I need not purſue their hiſtory, as it g/ean- 
ing miracles ; they meet us at every ſtep. By mar- 
acle'they were fed ; by miracle they were healed ; 
by miracle they were taught. For them nature 
tuſpended her laws ; © the ſtars fought in their 
courſes -” the ſun and moon ſtood fill. Ah, by 
what a ſeries of wonders was guarded the cholen 
people of God ; guarded from their enemies ; and, 
which was even more neceilary, guarded or reſcu- 
ed from their own more dangerous /u/?s and ido/- 
atrrous capri ce. 

At the cloſe of this head'permit me to remark, 
that what has been ſaid is not a narrative of divine 
goodneſs, in which we have n9 intereſt, however 
remote it may ſeem. Precious to us, as to the 
Jews, is the promiſe to Abraham ; and precious 
are all the means of its accompliſhment, It was 
A 


a.part of the ſhame of grace that the Jews ſhould we. 
be preſerved adiſtint andreligious people. How * 4 i b: 
otherwiſe could have bcen hung out the- fignals | Ry” 
of the. approaching Meſah. . Who.could havere- ” "IE; 
tained | the: promiſe of his coming? And who. © 4 | 
could have kept the ſacred depoſite of | prophecy, W- - 
which prepared the world to receive him, when + 
come, and to believe in him, after. his aſcenſion | ? 
Among. other mercies then this day, it becomes j_ 
us to bleſs God for: the happineſs, the di/timetion; + 2 

and the miraculous /aluvation of his ancient people, 

as the appointedmeans of deriving to us the blefſ- 
ing of Abraham; our ' Chriſtian . liberties and. 
hopes. | | 
Having ſeen-the application of the text in its. 
highe/t propriety ; (which claims to ſtrengthen our I 
faith and to increaſe our grateful wonder at the + 
depth both of the wiſdom and goodnels:of God | 
in the ſcheme of, grace ;) let us next ſee theſe 
words, as they apply to our own dear country, {| 
which I pray God may raiſe fervors in our bo- 


{oms, ſuitable to this grateful occation, 

Some things, which may now be ſaid, apply more _ . | 
particularly to the: New Eng/and States, which ; 
this day arc unitedly occupicd in the-national du» - 


ty, of praiſe-and thankſgiving, qo % 
I. We are to conlider the happine/7 of our coun» ' Fe. 


. Upon this fair picture.there is ſcarcely a ſhade. \ IF 
Should I attempt 2 minute defcription of this hap- | oF 

pineſs, L know, where 1 muſtbegin, but am at loſs, 
_ where 
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where I ſhould end. The term happineſs, (I re- 
peat the thought) when applied to nations, it 
,may be proper to uſe in a ſenſe ſomewhat differ- 
ent from that, which is intended by it, when ap- 
plied to individuals.” A nation we muſt call hap- 
py, Which has every thing to make it ſo ; and 
for this reaſon, we have no meaſure to determine 
a people's real comfort and enjoyment, but that 
external one, which determines their means. 
Hence I may lay, every ingredient, which, either 
in a religious, or in a political mind, enters into 
the notion of national happineſs, is found among 
us. We enjoy the bleſſings of religion and of 
government in their pureſt forms. Let me give 
theſe two general particulars a little at large. 
1. Religion. In this reſpe&, we are raiſed even 
above the people of IsRAazr in their beſt days. 
For God, who at ſundry times and in divers man- 
ners ſpake unto them by the prophets, hath in 
theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his. Son. They 
lived in the twilight of the goſpel ; we live in its 
noonday ſplendor. What advantage had the 
Jew ? Much every «way, ſays the Apolile ; CHIEFLY 
becauſe unto them were committed the oracles of God. 
If theſe conſtituted their chicf diftindtion, when 
they contained only the books of Moſes and the 
prophets, what is our happineſs, when are added 
to them the goſpels "and epiftles ? The canon of 
ſcripture is now completed. The ſhadows of the 
Moſaic diſpenſation have fled, to make room for 
the divinc ſubſtance.” 'The types, from'Adam to the 
lateſt 


—— 
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LAS 1 
lateſt prophet, have found their original in Chriſt; 
the prophecies hve been fulfilled and are fulfill-' 
ing ; and thus the entire ſcheme of grace, with the 
broad feal of Heaven impreſſed upon it, is put in- 
to our hands, claiming our ſteady faith and obe- 
dience, and our eternal gratitude. 

With the precious volume of the holy ſcrip- 
tures, we enjoy alſo the ordinances of our religion, 
{imple, I believe, as they came from” Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ; Tites, not burthenſome, 'like the 
Jewiſh ; not fantaſtical, like the papal but ſol- 
emn, ſignificant, awfully impreflive. Theſe are 
baptiſm "and the Lord's ſupper. We enjoy alſo, 
and to ſome good degree, I hope, generally im- 
prove, thoſe inſtitutions of moral and happy ten- 
denctes, the Chriftian ſabbath and' public” worſhip. 
The temples of religion are found in every town ; 
and there ſeems to be a growing zeal to build, re-” 
par, and ornament them'in a ſtyle becoming their _ 
high uſe and importance. Add to theſe, theres 
a regular prieſthood, which waits at the altar ; 
and if the public ſentiment has been correaly ex- © 
preſſed, it is a prieſthood generally enlightened, 
laborious, and faithful. 

Thus happy 18 New England in Ws. 1 to re- 
gion, 

2. Next let us look at our country in the reſplat 
of government. © And whether we contemplate 
the con/titution and laws, or the adminiſtration, WE 
have equal cauſe to rejoice. It is not neceſſary to 
ſketch'the principles of our ſocial compact ; you 

| know 
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know them. They place us at a happy diſtance 
from oppreſſion and from anarchy. They enſure 
to us all the feeets of liberty, and all the ſecurity 
of energetical government. .: Power is ſo lodged, 


that its abuſe becomes its loſs. Our conſtitution. 


in one view is a perfed inſtrument ; it contains 4 
regenerating principle. Any defect, which ex- 
perience ſhall ſuggeſt, may ecafily and conſtitution- 
ally be removed. Such then is our con/titution, 
that it muſt perpetuate our liberties ; except on 
the'one hand the overweening jealouſy and blind 
impetuoſity of the people ſhould overturn it ; or 
its officers; ſhouid too timidly and too feebly ad- 
miniſter it on-the other. 

Happy-in a. conſtitution formed by ſages, from 
the whole country, not in the raſh hurry and-et- 
feryeſcence of revolution, like that of France, but 
with cool 'and«diſpaſſionate deliberation ; we are 
happy, enviably appy atfoin its ADMINISTRATION: 
Fault it ye, who can; - It is unpartial and magnan- 
1mous in its policy to foreign governments. In 
diſputes with them, it 1s candid and conciliatory ; 
it does, not, in filence, ſuffer injuries;; but makes 
a manly, a firm remonſtrance. | It does not raſhly 
facrifice; peace and intereſt, in the purſuit of that 
dancing night meteor, national honor, ſo called, 
which, ſo often allures proud nations, in the elder 
world, into. ſeas of blood- and calamity. - It. does 
not regard war, as dueling was regarded in the 
days of chivalry ; when the longeſt ſword and 
itrongeſt arm were, ackngwledged on the fide- of 


right 


| LW 
right and equity, It regards war, as a public rob. 
bery ; where the aflailant is a felon; and the de- 
fendant alone 1s juſtifiable. But while it ſends. En- 
voys with the olive branch abroad, it brandiſhes 
the ſword at home. It aſſumes the firm attitude 
and ragged front of warlike preparation ; and 
ſtands ready, when the cup of conciliation ts ex- 
hauſted to its laſt drop, to make the appeal to 
heaven and the ſword. What has been the conſe- 
quence of this impartial and conciliatory, yet firm 


policy, which the adminiftration has obſerved, 


firſt to Great Britain, and laſt to France ? Our na- 
tion is venerable in the eyes of all Europe: The 
morality of the government and the ſpirit of the 
people have been eulogized, and referred to'as a 
national model. And this policy of adminiſtra» 
tion has promoted, not the honor alone, but the 
intereſt of the country. In the firſt inſtance, it 


has ſaved us from a war, in which, if we had en- 


gaged, we muſt now have ſhared the humiliation 
of France, and have receved of her plagues. In 
the laſt inſtance, the final reſult 1s yet in ſuſpenſe. 
But this much we can ſay ; it has brought down 
the high tone of the Directory, menacing war, to 
the ſoft voice, aſking peace. 

Such is our adminiftration 1n regard to our for- 
eien intereſts ; how is-it in regard to our domeſeic ? 
Look around you and fee ; for the teſtimonials 
of good government are the proſperity of the 
people. Look around you then ; firit in the coun» 


try. Do you ſee the ſignals of diſtreſs and oppret- 
ive 
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five taxation ? Do you ſee houſes mouldering and 
weatherbeaten, beſpeaking the. poverty: of. their 
proprietors ?: Do you fee (barns, ſhattered and 
empty ? Do: you ſcc your foil ran over to briars, 
and the ſtone'wall thereof broken down ? Look over 
the country. from the Hudſon to. the St. Croix, - 
and tell me if you do not ſce every. where the air 
of independency'? You fee farms, like ,manors, 
and houſes like palaces. Almoſt every habitation 
is comfortable, moſt are neat, and many are. elc. G 
gant. Markets are croudedwith produce, which 
yet bears a high price ; barns are filled with plen- 
ty ;: lands are cultivated in an improved ſtile of 
huſbandry ; all which are proof of the proſperity 
of the country, the wiſdom of adminiſtration, 
and the gracious ſmile of heaven. ; 

Look into the own ;. this always anſwers to 
the country ; it grows with its growth, and pines 
with its poverty. It is the grand reſervoir of the 
country, into which empty the ſtreams of wealth; 
Of courſe it 18 now rich and; overflowing. Wit- 
neſs alſo the American ſhipping, . which - crouds 
our harbors, and whitens with its canvaſs every 
ſea and ocean in the world. And who is there 
that can deny that our maritime. proſperity is, 
under God, derived from the wiſe and ſfeaſonable 
meaſures. of adminiitration, arming our mer- 
chants, and. forming a navy. 

But not-to dilate further on this pleaſing head 
of diſcourſe, having ſeen enough. to ſhow our ob- 


tgations to eminent gratitude, and the ſtriking 
. 7 application 
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SM. 
application of the firſt clauſe of the text to 'our 
AC fro x ry pe TP tet w pace 
to:the 
Tj Who is ike tnto thee ? And certainly this, in 

ſome reſpeds, is as applicable to our country at 

the preſent criſis, as it ever was to the nation of 
Iſradl. Who ts like unto us ? © 2-55, 

Not' heathen nations, who inhabit a large por= 
tion of the globe.” / There the human mind is not | 
ſublimed by/-a juſt theology, nor, in its morals, | 
chaſtened; or ſo much as reſtrained from the vil- 
elt enormities by the heavenly maxims and mo- 
tives; revealed to us. Being in the region and 
ſhadow of death as to religion, thoſe nations are 
alſo generally miſerable in their governmental pol- 
icy. Separated into tribes of ſmall limits, with 
ſome exceptions, they live, ina ſtate of perpetu- 
al and moſt bloody hoſtility. And in each 
tribe, I might almoſt ſay, the only law, -which is 
obeyed, is the will of each individual; and the'on- 
ly power, which protects him, is his ſingle arm. 
To this mo/# wretched ſtate however, there are hea- 
then countries of great extent; which-are not 're- 
duced. 

\ But who is Bike unto the people of theſe States ? 

Not chriſtianized Europe ; nor any diviſion of 
it. Corrupted in chriſtian faith and worſhip are 
ſome Rates ; in danger of being whelmed- in infi. 
delity and atheiſm are others ; tottering with 
revolutionary convulſions are covet ; and ſuffer- 


ing the amazing calamities, which follow inthe 
C train 


18 1 
train of vaſt armaments iby land and ſea, are'ma- 
_ ny... This portion of the world, the faireſt, except 
America, looks marred or affrighted in its viſages. 
We muſt not look. at its general face,:tq figd;/the 
likeneſs of our : happy country... - We pay calily 
diſcern a contraſts. 

Look at Papel Chri "Fai | The _ per 
heavy viſitation is. come, -. They have drunk: the 
gall and wormwood of French indignity- and-ra- 
pacity - to its dregs. -» You ,might lately; ſee the 
hoary HEAD of their church, the thunderof whoſe 
bulls once ſhook all Europe, thruft' trom the.chaix 
of St. Peter, and turned forth a pitiable-pilgrims. 

Look at: France ; is the like. America ?. No, 
blefſed be God, neither in her crimes-nor her mif- 
eries. ,- I need attempt no picture of France: Her 
bloody creſt, lately towering ſo highly and nod- 
ding deſtruction to. the world, 1s at length falling 
or fallen, I will juſt remark; in one reſpe& 
France and America are .alike ; they have both 
, been in a ftate of revolution. But O. how unhke 
in the condudt of it. America ſoiled hers not by 
one [drop :of blood, ſhed by civil hands ; but 
France, ſhall I not. fay, has rendered hers 
accurſed by the blood of millions of her own. cit- 
IZENS, | 
With pity; my: hearers, look at Holland ; z are 
theſe United States like-our's ? They preſent you 
bk "awoful contraſt, Lately they. were. the emport- 
um? of the world. . Commerce, was. their | lite, 
our you ſee their bank and. coffers. empticd. ; 
their 
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theiv merchants bankrupts; theit feet irteaphbblt j* ; 
their: coatts\inveſted"by an invincible: armada; and” 
a victorious armynearthe heart of> the country: 
She! is 'ground..as- between twor:miliftones ; .. is" 
wretched-1mn-the;embrace. of, pretended” friends; but} 
who are her worſt enemies; and ſhudders at the” 
approach-of hers fp ed enemies, but' who are. her. z 
beſt-friends; 1% 
Again ; turn \yolr eyes to thoſs mountains, up-" 
oh which freedom found an afyhum, when ſhewas: 
hunted from: thereſt of Europe. '' In theſe Can! 
tons,” where the fimplicity and /piety of manners, 
as? deſcribed! by -rhodern travellers, ſeem' almoſt 
fabulous; ſhallwe-not find tle likeneſs of our coun- 
try? Ah» no" 3 * here” you'® fee » Switzerland, 
leming difcorfolate on the tomb of. her liberty, 
aha weeping 'over'the fallen altars of religion. At: 
beſt the has only the hope of ſome happy-change;-. | 
and. this a-hope; depreſſed by the probability: that- 
a7century may not'be ſufficient to repair the-miſ.- 
chietsg5made by the inroads of gy 20 _ 
French. liberty.” | UL = 
But the time would fail me, and it is not need- 
ful, to, continue the compariton. _ Our di/tinetion 
from all other nations, both in religious and.polit-, 
ical reſpe&s; claims our-fervent gratitude ; as We 
may further'ſee, in the diſcuſſion of the pany, 
ticular of the text, viz. "MY 
INI. 0 people ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy "34 
help, and whois the feoord of thy excellency. This. M-. 
an intereſting particular, and- I regret. the neceſli- 
ty of being brief. © _- This 
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©; This head. is exfily proved on'the genetally-con-/ 
ceded principle-6f divine providence,-': And faribe': 
it from us in our profperity to: ſacrifice t6'0ur wn © 
net, and burn inzenfe'ts our own drap. But, further: | 
than this, what ſhall forbid our believing a 8pz--/ 
CIALITY in' divine providence regarding us,in ind 
like'that, applied to Ifrael in the text, though ina! 
humbler and lefs manifeſt degree. Is i-preſumps" 
tuous” 'to' fuppoſe that | the” colonization,' rap 
growth, early 'independency, and uncxampled | 
proſperity | of | this country are: means in! provi! 
dence to promote that religion-and-to ſtrengthen 
and extend that church, againſt which tbe gates of: 
bell ſhall not prevail ? -If: not, then we/arey. in a 
ſenſe 'iike 1/ae!, defigned-toibe a religious people. 
Concede this, and our hiſtory is natural. 1-can-. 
not point you to miracles inconteſtible, like thoſe 
in the Moſaic hiſtory ;' but I might 'to. many won- 
ders/ inexplicable, I think, unleſs referred to /þ#+; 
cial providence. - 1 might ſele& from hiſtory many. 
inſtances 'of this ſpeciality, at leaſt celebrated - as 
fuch by our pious forefathers.* But I paſs over 


all 
* A few alluſions in a note, which there was not time to 
add inithe ſermon, may intereſt the reader. 


A citcymſtance, which deſerves a compariſon with the de. 
population.of Canaan for the Iiraclites, is the pefiilence, which, 
a few years before the arrival of the Plymouth colonilts, © re- 
Onoed the Maſſachuſetts Indians from 30,000 to about 300 
6ghting men. Our Anceſtors ſuppoſed at immediate inter- 
. Poſition of Providence in this great mortality among the In- 
dians, to make room for the ſettlement of the Engliſh. 


Is 14946, the Freach, with the moſt deſperate deſign upon 
the 
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all othersto two of recent-date, which, ſeemediow.” 
caſions;'it any, worthy of the divine interpolition.” 
—The ao the achievement; of our revolution. * 
Eq the Is of one, latcly a member of Congreſs,: 
wh 4 to haye regarded. our hiſtory -with a, 
viouseye, * The union of. theſe States.in reliſting- 
be unjuſt cims of Great Britain is unexampled; 
mhiſtory. . That a people oppreſſed ſhould unite; 


' In oppoling their oppreſſors may perhaps be deem+! 


ed as natural, as it is common; and- much, more 
ſo.'' But I believe that, in examiningihiſtory;7we ,. 
ſhall find that: the grievances; which have exgited, * 
a-whole people: to refiſtance, have, without; any" 

exception: been thoſe, and thoſe ovly, which have- 
been adually felt, and felt.by. all 3, and-not thoſe, 
which have been barely apprehended, or threaten- 
ed; \\ Certainly our grieyances as ſubjes of Great 


Britain'were principally of the latter Kind-z/ and. : 


yet. no, people were ever better united. \  latereſts,. ; 


m—_— and..Southern, which have fince- been : 


conſidered 
the ſofant ſettlements of this eountry, fitted out a vaſt afma- - 


met” (ſuch ic was in that day) of 74 Tail, to ravage the 2600< 


try from Georgia to'Nova Scotia, as ihe ſave nation haslately 
threatened. But, chrough a my ſerious ſeries. of, miſcalculas 
tion, hiekoeſs, and :empeſts, i it met A memorable deſtruction, - 
without other buman o»poſition, than fa/ffing and prayer. It 
was but a remnant of this miſerable fleet, which returned to - 
France to carry the tidings. Thas the American Iſrael, like 
the Aricienit at the Red Sea; flood flill and ſaw the ſalvation of 


Ged;c #00 
For ſeveral abies in divine providence in. favor of 


New England, and the hiſtorical :uthorities, from which they TE 


were collected, ſee the Rev. Mr, French's ſermon of 1998. 


. 


| [2 ] 

conſidered as various: and-different; were thens 
blended ;* manners- and habits, which' have dance» 
proved to be diſcordant, at that period,\when 'u- 
nion'was ſo neceflary, perfettly. harmonized; Los! 
cal attachments, ſtate prejudices, rivalry in trade/ 
and manufactures, and: ſelfiſhneſs itſelf were”at 
this critical: period, not indeed extinguiſhed; but” 
ſuſpended." '*:. Surely in this we ſee the agency of. 


Providence, which turneth the hearts of men,"as' a. bo - 


rivers of water are turned. © - he I CAUBER + 
We miglit mention alfo = RN evcintsli the! 
revolution 5as the timely-*prizes brouglitin/by! 
Manly 'and: Mugford ©; - the + brilliant: fucceſs"of: 
Waſhington at Trenton ; and others, which/ſgens> 
ed as-pivots/-0n which the -war-turned.inour favs 
or'z/ failing in' which, the-cauſe might have been 
ruined, - In'a/retroſpe& pon; the war; wehaves 
finite reaſon to adopt the wards of Davide-Had 
not the Lord been on our fide; when 'men roſe up egninſt 
us, then they had ſwallowed us up-quicks i KISCTTO 
If-weiadvert to an inſtance more freſhly in + | 
mind, we.are, bound to,confider the hand,oaf Proy-,* 
idence,/ as noleſs ſignally, manifeſted-in gur,preſers 
vation from- French liberty and Frenct-philoſo-: 
phy. For more, than tweiity years, has thirsin- 
triguing nation ſpread their toils for 'us;"* "When 
they fought. by our fide tor our birthright, i it was 
but that they.might ſoon obtain it for a. meſs of 
pottage, as. themſelves. have told: us. ;.From the 
hidden intrigue of Vergennes down to the open 
appeal of Ader to the p>ople: they have had 'one 
uniform: 
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uniform-deſign, ripening by-various means under: | 
the monarchy and-the ' republic. America, un-. 
practiſed, unſuſpicious, fondly grateful, fooliſhly | 
credulous;-had,ere this, been an-eaſy prey to them, 
| had not the Lord been 7he ſhield of our helpand the | 
the ſword of our excellency- Thus have I'glanced at 


this/head, and L hope have- faid enough ito: raiſe * | 
our -admiring thoughts to a "ſpecially: benignant 
providence, as alone: the fountain of our national 


happineſs and diſtinQion. PL t: 
In a tew words let us now itaprove this ſubjeRt.” 


-We, have ſeen, in ſeveral eflentia] points,-the* 


remarkable correſpondency between the ancient ® 


choſen people of God and the people of theſe States... 


The- parallel has-not been made © to raiſe our na- & 


tional vanity,”? but our piety and gratitude... To. 


Y 


theſe devout afteftions, then, O let us give large 


room and fervent exercife in our hearts, in the 
view of that diſtinguiſhable partiality, with-which 


heaven has regarded this country from its infan- 


cy. to its preſent ſtate, 'ripening into manhood.' -' 


Has it ſeemed the deſign of God that' we, like If 
rael, ſhould be a religious people ;; and our land, 
like Canaan, the afylum of pure revealed truth ? 


Let us cheriſhithe idea, that we may not defile- the 


land, wwhertin the Lord our God dwelleth. Let us not 


indulge-an apoſtatizing, idolatrous temper, whickr 


ſo often broke; out in ungrateful Iſrael. Laſt of 


all let us ſet up'the 100L CALF of infidel philoſo- 


phy, whoſe 'mad worſhippers have ſo-alarmingly 


increaſed jn, Chriſtian Europe. .HURL His PRIESTSS ; 
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F fach there be, rom vouR WATIONAL COUNSELS ; 
and let every one, who bows'a knee to him, bs 
exchaded from your doors and your courteſies. 

The temptations and fins of Iſrael ſprung prin. 
cipally from too cloſe an intercourſe with foreign- 
ers.* So db ours. - 1 hope'I may fay all the ſedi. 
tion'and mg of the infidelity/ among us has been 
thrown'in and ſtirred up by deſigning foreigners. 
Amiable and virtuous foreigners there may be 2+ 
mong us ; but ſuch they are not all. 

Let 'our 'gratitude for diſtinguiſhing goodneſs 
be manifeſted by our ſteady and uniform piety ; 
and our piety ſupport our patriotiſm, Our gov- 
ernment is not a theocracy, like that 'of the Jews ; 
but it is the wi/z/2 and happieſt government 'now 
in the-world. | 
We have ſeen what bleflings are poured into the 
boſom af our dear country. And what as a Union 
we'enjoy; Maſſachuſetts, as a ſtate, enjoys in a meal. 


the parent ſtate of New England, ſhe is crowned 
withevery bleſling of ſalubrity of climate, fertil- 
ity of foil, and maritime accommodation. In re- 
gard'to the means of religion, we are equally fav- 
ored. Upon our ſhores landed the religious pil- 
grims; who were the acorn, from which has grown 
this noble oak. The: ſons. of ſuch fires, we have 
degenerated ; but we have ſo far preſerved their 
ſpirit, as to retain areſpe&for religion in its min- 
iſters, its ſabbath, and its public worſhip.” "No un- 
hallowed public ſports profane our holydays. It is 


A 


ure heaped and running over. The central, and 
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a juſt griefto many indeed, that ſome diſturb the 
day of ref by needleſs travelling ; but it is re- 
marked, #nd I wiſh to believe it, that this intru- 
fion upa the ſabbath is becoming leſs-common. 

Thug as a ſtate, bleſſed with religion and gov- 
ernmeſit, with peace and plenty, what loud and 
concitrent calls have we, my dear hearers, to fer- 
vent thankſgiving this day. ' Is there one ſhade 
upon the year, which we are now cloſing ? 

Ah, yes ! Is 1 zxoxczr THEE, O SUMNER, 
LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET HER CUNNING, O, 
what a fall was there. Religion and patriotiſm 
went mourners to his grave. Our civil fathers 
afſembled round his bier and bedewed it with their 
tears, ſaying THERE 18 4A GREAT MAN FALLEN THIS 
dar in Isz4zz. The miniſters of religion wept 
the extin&tion of his light, which ſhone about him 
in a manner fo chriſtian and exemplary. The 
mourners went about the ſtreets in every town 
in the ſtate ; and many ſeemed ready to cry with 
Joaſh, O arr FATHER, MY FATHER THI CHARIOT 
0F 824k, AND THE HORSEMEN THERBON But 
vain are our tears ; let us reſort to prayers, that 
inſtead of our David gathered to his fathers, God 
would raiſe up of our brethren a SoLowgy te Wt 


in his place. av 38 


AMEN 


